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islands and in virtual control of
the whole group, although the
Japanese regained possession of
Ngeregong on Nov. 13. The gar-
risons still resisting in the Pelews
were among the Japanese forces
whose surrender was received at
Truk on Sept. 2, 1945.

Pelham, HENKY (c. 1696-1754),
British statesman.    Younger  son
of Thomas Pelham, made Baron
P e 1 h a in   i n
17<)fi, he was
educated at
Westminster
and Hart Hall,
Oxford.     His
eldest brother
was    Thomas
Holies-Pel-
ham, who be-
Henry Pelham,        came duke of
British statesman      Newcastle>

and the two were inseparably asso-
ciated in public life. Henry became
M.P. for Seaford, 1717, and in 1721
a lord of the Treasury under Wai-
pole. From 1722 he sat for
Sussex continuously. In 1724 he
was made secretary of War, and
in 1730 paymaster of the forces.
In 1743 he became prime minister
and chancellor of the exchequer.
During his term of eleven years,
he followed the policy of Walpole,
economy at home and peace
abroad,- but he lacked force and
had to maintain his position by
corruption. He died March 6,
1754. See Newcastle, Duke of.

Pelican (Pele-
canus). A small
genus of about eight
species of large
birds. Their extend-
ed wings measure
from 10 ft. to 15 ft.
between their tips.
The hind toe is
turned forward and
united by a web to
the other three.
They eat fish, which
they seek in shallow
wafers of rivers and
lakes, and the struc-
ture of the bill and
neck is well adapted
to the capture of
such prey, the long upper mandible
being hooked at the tip, and the
lower mandible carrying a large
pouch formed by the loose, naked
skin of the neck. When the bag
is full, the bird retires to a rock
to consume the contents, or to the
nest, where the young feed them-
selves by thrusting in head and
neck. The nest, with two white
eggs, is placed on the ground
among reeds. The genus is found in
Europe, Asia, Africa, and America.

Pelican.   The white species
of this bird

PelioE. Mountain
range of ancient Greece.
It is in the Thessalian
district of Magnesia,
near the coast, S.E. of
Mt. Ossa. It is famous
in Greek mythology as
the scene of the conflict
between the gods of
01 y ni p u s and the
giants, who arc said to
have piled Pelion and
Ossa on Olympus to
reach the sky. Pelion
was also the reputed
home of the centaur
Chiron (q.v.).

Pelissier, AIMABLE JEAN JAC-
QUES, Due DE MALAKOFF (1794-
1864). French soldier. Born Nov. 6,
1794, he succeeded Canrobert as
commander-in-chief in the Crimea,
1855. Having directed the siege
and capture of Sevastopol, he was
made marshal of France and due de
Malakoti. Ambassador in London,
1858, he returned to Algeria as
governor in I860, and died there,
May 22, 1864.

Pelissier, HENKY GABRIEL
(1874-1913). British comedian.
Son of a London diamond mer-
chant, he belonged to a family of
French origin. He was educated
at a Society of Friends1 school at
Scarborough, Studying music first
in a somewhat casual fashion, he
began to write songs, and soon be-
came known as an entertainer. He
established the troupe of players
called the Follies
(q.v.). Pelissier was
the first husband of
Fay Compton. He
died Sept. 25, 1913.
Pelitic Rocks.
Rocks which are, or
have been, com-
posed chiefly of clay
and impurities. Ex-
amples are slates,
mica schists, and
shales. See Clay.

Pella. Ancient
town of Macedonia.
It was situated 21
m. N.W. of the
mouth ol the Axios
(Vardar).Thebirth-
pJacc of Alexander the Great, it
was the last capital of the kings of
Macedonia. Pella is a nome of
Greece (capital Edessa), pop.
(1951) 116,688.

Pellagra (Ital. pelle, skin,
agra, rough). Endemic disease,
almost universal; rare in the LT.K.,
commonest where maize is the
staple diet. The cause is a defici-
ency in the diet of factors in the
vitamin B complex, chiefly ribo-
flavin and nicotinic acid. This

Pelion, Greece. The mountain range and the town of Vole
deficiency may occur in chronic
alcoholics. The disease generally
begins with the appearance of pig-
mented patches on the backs of
the hands, which are at first taken
for sunburn. This may be associ-
ated with a mild degree of sore
throat, diarrhoea or constipation,
and giddiness. These patches dis-
appear in a week or two and the
skin underneath then appears
normal, or perhaps whiter than the
adjacent skin. Loss of weight and
nervous symptoms occur. After
a year or more there is probably
a return of symptoms in a more
severe form. The treatment con-
sists of adding to the diet red
meat, milk, eggs, liver, fresh fruit,
and vegetables, and brewers' yeast.
Pellegrini, CARLO (1839-89).
An Italian caricaturist. Born at
Capua, he served in Garibaldi's
army, came to England in poor
circumstances in 18(35, and became
caricaturist to Vanity Fair. Be-
tween 1869 and his death he con-
tributed hundreds of portraits of
notabilities to that journal over the
signatures Singe or Ape. He died
in London, Jan. 22, 1889.
Pelietier, MARY EITPHRASIA
(1796-1868). French saint. Rose
Virginic Mourain was born at
Noirmoutier, Vendee, July 31,
1796. She was educated there by
Ursuline nuns, and in 1814 entered
a convent at Tours, of which she
became superior in 1825. She
founded houses of refuge known as
Homes of the Good Shepherd at
Angers, Poitiers, and Grenoble,
and in 1841 established founda-
tions in Paris and London. By
1855 these homes had been ex-
tended throughout Europe. She
died at Angers, April 24, 1868,
was beatified in 1933, and canon-
ised May 2, 1940.
PeUetierine. Liquid alkaloid
contained in the bark of the pome-
granate (Pimica f/ra-natum). Pelle-
tierine tannate, a mixture of tan-
nate salts of the alkaloids of the
bark, is a remedy for tape-worm.